Welcome to 6thth Grade Pre-AP Science
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           Policies and Expectations for 2016 – 2017
Mr. Cranford

Curriculum

We will follow the FWISD’s curriculum framework document for 6thth Grade Pre-AP Science. Major content areas include: the nature of science, space exploration, characteristics of the universe, characteristics of the solar system, geology, and Earth science.
 Objectives/Goals: 
· Teach students practical scientific skills, which they can use to investigate, study, and explain the world around them. 

· Give students a deeper understanding of the how Science impacts their daily lives. 

· For each student to prepare for achieving the Texas STAAR Distinguished Standards for the 8th Science test.

·  To encourage the spirit of scientific investigation and with it the attitudes of accuracy in thought and work. 

Citizenship/Discipline

An important aspect of middle school education is learning to be a good citizen. You will earn a citizenship grade for each six-weeks reporting period. You can obtain a high citizenship grade by simply following the school rules listed in the YWLA Student Handbook as well as our class rules. 

Classroom Expectations:

1. BE ACCOUNTABLE………….Do your work.

2. BE RESPONSIBLE……………You make your grade.

3. BE RESPECTFUL……………..You, your classmates, and your teacher.

4. BE PREPARED………………..Have all supplies/materials/homework ready.

5. BE AWARE……………………Know when assignments are due.

Daily Classroom Expectations
· Enter the room in proper dress code (Be accountable and prepared)
· Materials (pencil, paper, notebook, and any homework) must be brought to class each day. If you do not bring needed materials to class, you will need to borrow from someone before class starts and for missing homework will be accountable under the late work policy. (Be prepared and aware)
· Turn in homework for the day on time and complete. (Be responsible and aware).
· Read board and directions (carefully). Complete your Brain Activator and record homework in planner. (Be responsible and aware)
· Once you finish your daily Brain Activator, you may do any of the following: 

· Check your weekly calendar and write down homework assignment for the day. 

· Study vocabulary/notes for the week 

· SSR: Sustained Silent Reading (You may read your personal book or your AR book).  This is a FINAL option. You need to make sure you have completed all necessary housekeeping and responsibilities first.)
          (*There is always a valuable task to be completed if you finish your work   
             early. Be responsible and make the most of any extra time you may have.)
· -Follow rules and stay focused in each class activity. ((Be responsible and respectful)
· -Ask questions! If anything is unclear, ask Mr. Cranford. Never leave class without a clear understanding. (Be responsible)
· -Place any materials you used in class back in their original location. The classroom must be in order before moving on to your next class. (Be respectful). 

Classroom Consequences
Consequences are given using the YWLA demerit system. 

Demerits are earned for: 

Disruptive or disrespectful behavior, no homework, uniform violations, inappropriate language, food, candy, or gum in class (safety issue in a Science lab), failure to adhere to school/class policies or procedures or attend assigned activities, etc. 

*Demerits are factored into the citizenship grade each six-weeks

Academic Honesty
As a student in Fort Worth ISD, you are expected to maintain academic honesty on all assignments. Cheating is not tolerated for any reason; you will receive a 0 on the assignment and a phone call home.  No make-up assignment will be provided. 

Assignments 

-Each assignment must have a full heading. No name = no grade. If your heading or title is not complete you will lose 20 points from your grade once you claim it and return with your name on it. 
-Work must be neat and complete! Incomplete assignments will not be accepted. Instead, the assignment will be returned to the student to be finished. Student will receive late work penalty for incomplete work once returned. If you have trouble with an assignment, let Mr. Cranford know (before assignment is due) so that re-teaching or tutoring can be arranged. 

-Be sure to follow directions stated on your assignments, and do what is asked of you completely. 

-Once an assignment is graded and returned, it must be placed in the correct section of your binder.   

        (These assignments must be kept in order to refer to in the future.) 

Notebooks

You will need to keep a science notebook.  All work will be kept in this binder along with an assignment log to document the order and contents of the notebook so everyone will have the same material to study as tests come around. Do not remove any papers from your notebook until you have been given permission to do so. There may be notebook quizzes to serve as a notebook check to ensure that you are keeping up with your organization.
Science Journals
You will keep a science journal for the year. This will be where you keep notes and other information about the topics we cover. This journal needs to be brought to class every day. This journal along with the Science notebook will be a great resource to use while studying for tests and quizzes. 

Projects

Students will be assigned various research, projects, and activities to be completed in and out of class throughout the year. These will count as project grades and detailed instructions and expectations will be given at the beginning of each project. 

 Tests

All major tests will be announced in advance of the testing date. Either an in-class review session or a review sheet will be given prior to each test. Quizzes will also be given on regular basis to check for understanding.
Homework
Homework is designed to enhance instruction and student learning, as well as teach responsibility, self-discipline and organizational skills. Homework will be assigned as needed. Any work not completed in class will also need to be finished at home. All assignments must be turned in on the due date or the grade will be assessed according to the late work policy below according to YWLA standards.
Late Work Policy  

GEMS enrolled in middle school courses will receive a demerit for incomplete or missing homework. Assignments submitted one day late will receive a maximum grade of 90%. Assignments submitted two days late will receive a maximum grade of 80%. Any assignments submitted three or more class periods late, will be scored a 0%. If work is late (student was here but didn’t turn in work or student did not finish absent work in the given amount of time) Mr. Cranford will issue a demerit and sign the character card to alert parents/guardians of late work and penalty. Ten points will be deducted every class day (not calendar day) that an assignment is not turned in.  After three days, the assignment will be given a zero and cannot be turned in beyond that point. (Refer to the YWLA policy for details)

 *Please encourage your child to complete his/her work when it is due please help us by monitoring the character card.  
**We will follow the FWISD Guide to Grading and YWLA Policy. 
Incomplete work  

Incomplete work will not be accepted.  It will be returned to your student to finish and will be considered late work and the late work penalty will be assessed as stated above.

Make-up work 
If you are absent, it is your responsibility to make up any missed assignments. You have one class day (not calendar day) for each day absent to make up all work you have missed before it is considered late and addressed as discussed above in the late work policy.  
Tutoring Policy
· Science tutoring is offered on a weekly basis (days will be announced soon) and other times can be arranged with Mr. Cranford on an individual basis.

· You must have a teacher-issued pass so remember to ask before the time of tutoring to get a pass.

· Please be on time! 

· If you miss tutoring you are responsible for re-scheduling.

Books 

You will be issued a Science textbook, Texas Science Fusion, for this year. It is your responsibility to keep up with this book. You will be issued the 6th grade book but will use portions of the 7th and 8th grade Texas Science Fusion books as well at times throughout the year.  There will be periodic book checks counted as homework grades. This book is a consumable textbook so we will keep it in class unless needed for homework. At that point it will be taken home to complete the assignment and returned to class the next day. 
Grading Policy
Tests, labs, homework, etc. will be scored numerically based on 100 percentage points. To calculate your class average, the grades will be categorized and weighted as follows:

  Class Work/Labs – 45%   Projects/Tests– 40%    Homework – 10%   Advisory – 5%


*An assignment log will be used in the notebook that will assist you in calculating your grade at any time.

** Not every grade you get will be put on the assignment log so some slight variations may be expected in the final grade calculations. 
***We will follow the FWISD Guide to Grading and YWLA Policy.
*Grade Reports: District progress reports are given every 3-week period. In addition, Mr. Cranford will send personal progress reports to students failing and/or students who show a significant drop in performance. Report cards will be given each 6-week period. 

***********RETURN TO TEACHER***********

6th Grade Pre-AP SCIENCE-Mr. Cranford
Parents/Guardians,

Please read over these guidelines with your student and sign below. In addition, please provide your email address and a secondary form of contact in case of emergency. I look forward to a great year with your student!

By signing I acknowledge that I have read all guidelines included in this packet for Mr. Cranford’s science class and agree to follow these guidelines for a successful 2016-2017 school year.  I am also aware that teachers will be following the grading policies set forth by FWISD in the “Guide to Grading 2016-2017” and that I can obtain a copy of those policies from the FWISD central administration office.

If you have any questions or concerns please call at 817-815-2400 or email me at michael.cranford1@fwisd.org
_______________________________________

 

	PARENT/GUARDIAN CONTACT INFO

Name: __________________________________

Home Phone Number: _____________________________

Cell Phone Number: _______________________________

Email Address: ______________________________________

Secondary Contact for child: 

Name: _____________________________________

Number: ___________________________________

Email Address: ___________________________________________




 STUDENT NAME (PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY) 
___________________________________
STUDENT (SIGNATURE) 



  _______________________________________ 

PARENT/GUARDIAN (PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY) 
_____________________________________


PARENT/GUARDIAN (SIGNATURE) 

__________________ Date

Please Circle Y (yes) or N (no) for each question:

Do you have internet access at home   Y  or  N

Do you carry a phone that gives you internet 

Access    Y or N

TELL ME ALL ABOUT IT! 
Below you may write comments regarding any matters you would like for me to be aware of. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Turn in this page to receive your first grade of the six weeks.

This is due by: _______________.

*Syllabus may be subject to change with instructor’s discretion.
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Science Safety Contract

Purpose:

Science is a hands-on laboratory class.  We do many activities.  SAFETY in the science classroom is the #1 priority for students, teachers, and parents.  To ensure a safe science classroom, a list of rules have been developed and provided. 

Science Rules:

1. Conduct yourself in a responsible manner at all times in the laboratory.

2. Follow all written and verbal instructions carefully.  

3. Never work alone.  No student may work in the lab without an instructor present.

4. When first entering a science room, do not touch any equipment, chemicals, or other materials in the laboratory area until you are instructed to do so.

5. Do not eat food, drink, or chew gum in the laboratory.

6. Perform only those experiments authorized by the instructor.

7. Always ask the teacher if you do not understand how to use a piece of equipment or do not understand the directions to an experiment.

8. Report all injuries and accidents (chemical spills, broken glass, etc.) to the teacher, no matter how trivial they seem.

9. All chemicals in the laboratory are to be considered dangerous.  DO NOT touch, taste, or smell any chemicals unless specifically instructed to do so.

10. Clean up after yourself.

11. Never play around in the laboratory.  Horseplay, practical jokes, and pranks are dangerous and prohibited.

12. Keep aisles clear.

13. Know the locations and operating procedures of all safety equipment.

14. You will be assigned a laboratory station. Do not wander around the room, distract other students, or interfere with the experiments of others.

 

Contract: 

I have read and agree to follow all the safety rules set forth in this contract.  I am aware that any violation of this safety contract may result in my removal from the laboratory, demerit, receiving a failing grade, and/or dismissal from the class.

____________________________________ 

_______________________________________

Printed Student Name





Student Signature

____________________________________ 

_______________________________________

Printed Parent Name





Parent Signature

Date signed __________________________

Does student wear contact lenses?  Yes

No

Please list any allergies:___________________________________________________________________

